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O U R P U R P O S E

THE STRUGGLE
CONTINUES

The Free Vi rg in ia Movement (FVM) is a In¬
dus t r i a l Worke rs o f t he Wor ld ( IWW)-suppor ted ,
I n s i d e - O u t , m u l t i - r a c i a l s t a t e w i d e m o v e m e n t ,
f o u n d e d a n d r u n b y p e o p l e c u r r e n t l y i n ¬
c a r c e r a t e d i n V i r g i n i a p r i s o n s . a n d s e n t e n c e d
u n d e r t h e s o - c a l l e d " n o - p a r o l e " o t " 8 5 % " l a w.

T h e f u n c t i o n a n d p u r p o s e o f t h e F V M i s t o
o rgan i ze a l l 85% l aw p r i sone rs i n t o one po l i ¬
t i c a l b l o c o r m o v e m e n t s o t h a t w e c a n e f f e c t ¬
i v e l y o p p o s e & c h a l l e n g e e x c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s ,
l o n g - t e r m i n c a r c e r a t i o n & m a s s i n c a r c e r a t i o n
a s a r e s u l t o f a b o l i t i o n o f p a r o l e a n d t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t r u t h - i n - s e n t e n c i n g l a w s
enacted by the VA General Assembly back in
1 9 9 4 ; a n d u n j u s t , i n h u m a n e & o p p r e s s i v e p r i s o n
c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h e n d a n g e r s , j e o p a r d i z e s a n d
h i n d e r s o u r s p i r i t u a l , p h y s i c a l , m e n t a l &
e m o t i o n a l h e a l t h & w e l l - b e i n g a n d w h i c h r u n s
c o u n t e r t o o u r g r o w t h a n d r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
e f f o r t s h e r e i n t h e VA D e p a r t m e n t o f ( i n ) C o r r -
e c t i o n s . * W e p u t t h e p r e fi x " I n " i n f r o n t o f
C o r r e c t i o n s a s o u r a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t t h a t m o s t
o f t he po l i c i es and p rocedures o f t he VA
Dept, of Corrections in ^regards ●to .prisone^lrs
a r e i n f a c t i n c o r r e c t ^

O U R O R G A N I Z I N G S T R A T E G Y

T h e F V M s e e k s t o b r i n g t h e e n t i r e VA p r i s o n e r
c l a s s s e n t e n c e d u n d e r t h e 8 5 % l a w a n d o u t s i d e
Human Rights &Pr ison Advocacy Groups together
a c r o s s R a c i a l , G e n d e r, I d e o l o g i c a l , R e l i g i o u s
& G e o g r a p h i c a l l i n e s - t h e r e b y c r e a t i n g a c r o s s -
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l U n i t e d F r o n t u n l i k e a n y t h i n g
e v e r s e e n i n t h e VA p r i s o n s y s t e m .

A t every s tage o f the s t rugg le we have pe t i t¬
i o n e d t h e c o u r t s , fi l e d g r i e v a n c e s a n d p a t i e n t l y
w a i t e d f o r t h e V A S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t & C o u r t s a n d
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t h e V A D O C t o t a k e c o r r e c t i v e a c t i o n i n t h e
m o s t h u m b l e o f m e t h o d s . B u t j u s t l i k e t h e i n ¬
s t i t u t i o n o f c h a t t e l : s l a v e r y, m a s s i n c a r c e r a ¬
t i o n i s . i n e s s e n c e a n e c o n o m i c s y s t e m w h i c h
u s e s ' , h u m a n b e i n g s a s - i t s n u t s & b o l t s . T h e r e ¬
f o r e , o u r n e w a p p r o a c h m u s t b e E c o n o m i c a l l y -
b a s e d . A s s u c h j i n t h e e v e n t o u r c o n c e r n s a n d
p l e a s f o r r a d r e s s o t ~ o u r g r i e v a n c e s c o n t i n u e
t o f a l l o n d e a t h e a r s w h i l e t h e V A S t a t e
Government , the VA DOG &pr iva te corpora t ions
l ike JPAY, KEEFE COMMISSARY, GLOBAL TEL LINK,
e t c . c o n t i n u e t o b e n e fi t f r o m o u r e j c p l o i t a t i o n
a n d l o n g - t e r m c o n fi n e m e n t , w e a g r e e - t h a t i t
m a y b e n e c e s s a r y t o e n g a g e i n a s t a t e w i d e , p r o ¬
a c t i v e , p e a c e f u l & n o n v i o l e n t c o l l e c t i v e w o r k /
hunger strilces, boycotts, or any other DIRECT
A C T I O N t o c o m p e l t h e VA S t a t e G o v e r n m e n t a n d
t h e VA D O C t o b e m o r e r e c e p t i v e t o o u r c o n c e r n s
& d e m a n d s l i s t e d b e l o w . T h e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f
w e a l t h & t h e o p p r e s s i o n & s o c i a l c o n t r o l o f
New Af r i kans (B lacks) , Mex icans , La t in@s,
As ians , and poo r wh i t es i s t he mo t i ve ' beh ind

e i n V i r g i n i a . - T h e r e f o r e .

hard work, l ike cooking, cleaning, maintenance,
or slaving in VA DOC-VCE sweatshops just to
keep t he^money flow ing t o make ap rofi t and t o
o f f s e t t he cos t s assoc ia ted w i t h t h i s sys tem
o f 3 5 , 0 0 0 p r i s o n e r s .

Now i s t he t ime f o r ALL V i r g i n i a p r i sone rs
to UNITE as one under the Free Virginia Move¬
ment . Now is the t ime to “ACT1 Le t ' s S IEZE THE
MOMENT on September 1, 2016!

D u r i n g a n i n t e r v i e w , a w i s e m a n o n c e s t a t e d :
I I

T h e g r e a t e s t m i s t a k e o f t h e m o v e m e n t h a s b e e n
t r y i n g t o o r g a n i z e a s l e e p i n g p e o p l e a r o u n d
spec ific goa ls . You have to wake the peop le up
fi r s t , t h e n y o u ' l l g e t a c t i o n . "

"Wake them up to their exploitation", thd in¬
t e r v i e w e r a s k e d .

"No", the wise man replied, "to their humanity,
t o t h e i r o w n w o r t h . "

m a s s

an economic response wi l l be our most e f fec t¬
ive strategy, beginning September 1, 2016.

OUR GOALS (What We Want)W E s h o u l d A L L a g r e e t h a t w e d e s e r v e t o b e
t r e a t e d l i k e h u m a n b e i n g s - w i t h j u s t i c e , f a i r n e s s
and bas ic human r ights . So, be ing that WE'are
no t t r ea ted l i ke human be i t i gs ; a re no t a f f o rded
j u s t i c e a n d f a i r n e s s , a n d o u r s e l f - w o r t h a n d

l . . T h e R e i n s t a t e m e n t o f P a r o l e f o r a l l i n ¬
c a r c e r a t e d p e o p l e c u r r e n t l y s e r v i n g a s e n t e n c e
u n d e r t h e s o - c a l l e d 8 5 % l a w b y R e p e a l i n g VA
C o d e S e c t i o n 5 3 . 1 - 1 6 5 . 1 a n d 5 3 . 1 - 2 0 2 . - 3 , a n d
R e s t o r i n g p a r o l e e l i g i b i l i t y u n d e r VA C o d e
Sections 53.1-151 tjirough 53.1-155; and Good
C o n d u c t A l l o w a n c e u n d e r V A C o d e S e c t i o n 5 3 . 1
2 0 1 . T h e a b o v e R e s t o r a t i o n o f P a r o l e a n d G o o d
C o n d u c t A l l o w a n c e r a , u s t b e R e t r o a c t i v e l y a p p l i e d
to ALL i nca rce ra ted ! peop le cu r ren t l y se r v i ng
s e n t e n c e s u n d e r t h e 8 5 % l a w .

human rights are consistently trampled upon, WE
MUST rebel on September 1, 2016 through January
1 , 2 0 1 7 .

2 . T h e A m e n d m e n t a n d R e e n a c t m e n t o f V A C o d e
S e c t i o n 1 9 . 2 - 3 0 3 s o t h a t A L L p e o p l e c u r r e n t l y
i n c a r c e r a t e d i n t h e VA D e p t , o f ( i n ) C o r r e c t ^
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i o n s c a n p e t i t i o n t h e C o u r t t h a t h e a r d h i s / h e r
c a s e f o r a s u s p e n s i o n / r e d u c t i o n / m o d i fi c a t i o n
o f t h e u n s e r v e d p o r t i o n o f t h e s e n t e n c e a f t e r
1) serving abase minimum of twenty (20) con-'
secutive years in prison and, 2) after the
c o m p l ^ t i t i o n o f a n E d u c a t i o n / R e h a b i l i t a t i o n /
R e e n t r y P r e p a r e d n e s s P r o g r a m . T h e A m e n d m e n t
a n d R e e n a c t m e n t o f V A C o d e S e c t i o n 1 9 . 2 - 3 0 3
mus t be Re t roac t i ve l y app l i ed to ALL peop le
c u r r e n t l y i n c a r c e r a t e d i n t h e VA D O G .

4. .If you have comrades/friends/^associates
at other Virg in ia pr isons/ inst i tut ions/ faci l i¬
ties, find away to send word to them that
beginning September 1, 2016 through January 1,
2017, the IWW/IWOC and the Free Virginia
Movement is ca l l ing for aco l lect ive/coord in¬
a ted s ta tew ide wo rk s toppage /s t r i ke and o the r
forms of DIRECT ACTION. Get you family or
f r i e n d s o n t h e o u t s i d e t o p o s t t h i s m o v e m e n t
o n s o c i a l m e d i a .3 . The Amendment and Reenac tmen t o f VA Code

S e c t i o n 1 9 . 2 - 2 9 8 . 0 1 ( B ) & ( F ) s o t h a t t h e s e n ¬
tencing Court must provide an adequate written
e x p l a n a t i o n w h e n i t s e n t e n c e s a d e f e n d a n t o u t ¬
side (over) the recommended sentencing guide¬
l i n e s t o a l l o w f o r m e a n i n g f u l a p p e l l a t e . r e v i e w
o f s a i d s e n t e n c e ;

C O N C L U S I O N

T h e VA D O C i s o p e r a t i n g o v e r b u d g e t . T h e
s t a t e i s b l e e d i n g m o n e y . O u r f a m i l y , f r i e n d s
a n d c o n c e r n e d c i t i z e n s o n t h e o u t s i d e , a s w e l l
a s c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d s e v e r a l s t a t e
a n d l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n s a r e a d v o c a t i n g f o r t h e
r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f p a r o l e . T h e r e i s a n a t i o n w i d e
p u s h o n b o t h t h e s t a t e a n d f e d e r a l l e v e l f o r
c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e r e f o r m . B u t s o - c a l l e d r e f o r m
w i l l n o t c o m e e a s i l y h e r e i n V i r g i n i a a s e v i ¬
d e n c e b y t h e P a r o l e R e v i e w C o m m i s s i o i n r e f u s a l
t o r e c o m m e n d t h e r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f p a r o l e e v e n
t h o u g h t h a t w a s t h e m a i n r e a s o n t h e C o m m i s s i o n
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e fi r s t p l a c e . W E m u s t
a g i t a t e f r o m t h e I n s i d e . w h i l e t h e i s s u e o f
m a s s i n c a r c e r a t i o n a n d c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e r e f o r m
r e m a i n a h o t t o p i c n a t i o n w i d e .

The theory is that i f ALL Virginia pr isoner-
workers stop working and just SHUT DOWN, the
VA DOC-wi l l co l lapse because the s ta te (and
VA DOC) will have to pay afair minimum wage
to all prison (state) employees to do the same
j o b s t h a t p r i s o n e r s w e r e d o i n g f o r a s l a v e
wage (.27.to .45 cen.ts/hour) ;either the state
wi l l have to spend more money (which i t don ' t
h a v e ) t o h i r e m o r e c o r r e c t i o n a l o f fi c e r s t o d o
t h e e x t r a w o r k o r c o r r e c t i o n a l o f fi c e r s w i l l
s t a r t q u i t t i n g f r o m h a v i n g t o p e r f o r m t h e e x t r a

t o p r o m o t e - t h e p e r c e p t i o n
o f f a i r s e n t e n c i n g a n d t o p r o v i d e a n a p p e l l a t e
r e m e d y w h e n C o u r t s i m p o s e s - - s e n t e n c e s t h a t a r e
ten (10) years or more outside (over) the re¬
c o m m e n d e d s e n t e n c i n g g u i d e l i n e s . T h e A m e n d m e n t
a n d R e e n a c t m e n t o f V A C o d e S e c t i o n 1 9 . 2 - 2 9 8 . 0 1
(B) and (F) must be Retroactively applied to

ALL	 ■ ■
t h e

people currently serving sentences .under
85% law. for whom the guidel ines were created.

4 . T h e A m e n d m e n t a n d R e e n a c t m e n t o f V A C o d e
Section 53.1-40.01 so that the qualifying age
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f e a r l y g e r i a t r i c r e l e a s e
(so-called parole) is the age of 55 or older
and who has served a t leas t five years o f the
sentence imposed or the age of 50 years or o lder
a n d w h o h a s s e r v e d a t l e a s t t e n y e a r s o f t h e
s e n t e n c e i m p o s e d . T h e A m e n d m e n t a n d R e e n a c t m e n t
o f VA C o d e S e c t i o n m u s t b e R e t r o a c t i v e l y a p p l i e d
to ALL peop le cu r ren t l y i nca rce ra ted i n t he VA
D e p t , o f ( i n ) C o r r e c t i o n s .

5 . T h e A m e n d m e n t a n d R e e n a c t m e n t o f V A C o d e
S e c t i o n 5 3 . 1 - 4 3 . 1 s o t h a t A L L i n c o m e , p r o fi t s ,
e t c . g a i n e d b y t h e V A D O C a s a r e s u l t o f i n ¬
v e s t i n g i n t e r e s t s g a i n e d f r o m i n m a t e : f u n d s i n
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bonds and federally-insured investments, be
for the purpose of prisoners're-^

habilitation, education, treatment, recreation
etc., and NOT for the behefit of the VA State ’
Government or VA DOC officials.

6. The Amendment and Reenactment of VA Code
Section 53.1-43.1 so that in addition to anyprisoner who has been sentencdd to be executed
or is serving alife sentence, any prisoner
who is serving ade facto "numerical” life

u n d e r t h e
85^ law, shall be exempt from the withholding
and depositing ten (lo) percent of his/her in¬
coming funds into asavings/trust account

Unite and organize peacefully and non-violent-
ty across racial, social, religious, gender,
rel igious and geographical l ines inside ALT
^^^sinia prisons to bring about sustentive
change v^.a coordinated work strikes, sit-
downs, boycotts, hunger strikes, etc. be-

September 1, 2016 through January
2017. WE HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE BUT OUR^

HOW YOU CAN GET INVQT.VEn

1. Educate as many prisoners as you can
a t y o u r p r i s o n , i n s t i t u t i o n , f a c i l i t y, e t c .
about the Free Virginia Movement. Start aFVM
Chapter where you are a t and conduct s t ra te-
gizing sessions about how to organize awork
S t r i k e .

.	 Abolition/Repeal of any VA Dept, ofpolicy, practice and prLedurewhich endangers our. spiritual, physical, men-tal and emotional health and well-being and
^^uns counter to our rehabil i tative ef-

n n o f ® n o t l i m i t e d t o
DOG sOperating Procedure (OP) 601

more '
Technical Education ProgramdSri’J ^	 ( I V ) ( c > ( 9 ) w h i c hdiscriminates against prisoners with lenethv

sentences who desire to enroll in aCTE pccgcan byplacing said pnisoner on aseparate '’long lis^
where it may take years to enroll in aCTE

^,DOCs "cost saving" practice ofassigning one inmate to multiple job (work)assignments Which hinders other WtL from
lei?n	 (work ) ass ignment " toand attî d î̂ ij develop good work habitsana attitudes that [we] can appplv to ioba[we] are released," quoting VA DOCs 0praiiol	 Va’doSs raSLu/aSl ^ilitioklypractice of cenaoring/disapproving ̂'"®8® înes, newsletters, IttLef?is? fild?''!?	A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n ,Leftist, Radical'.and Progressive audience; e5

2. Use this pamphlet as an agitational and
organizing tool to spread the work about thi«
novement. If you can, make copies of this pam¬
phlet and pass them out to other prisoners,
expecially prisoner-workers. WE must-build
popular opinion about the need to engage in
DIECT_ACTION. They way, on September 1, 2016,
WE will all be on the same page. With this
collective, coordinated work strike, WE can
vand will) shut the whole prison system down.
But be aware of informants/infiltrators who
wil l rat on you to the administration. WE
cannot afford to have this Movement compromi¬
sed or sabotaged before i t starts.

Movement is an autonomous collective,
so it belongs to ALL Virginia priosners. If
you have additional issues you feel this Move¬
ment should address or chanpion,' send them'to
FVM, c/o J. Bolling, P.Q. Box 5236, Midlothian,
Virginia 23112. Write to the IWW/IWOG and re¬
quest FREE membership at P.O. Box 414304,
Kansas City, Missouri 64141.

to; A)
. I X I V )

V A
( c ) ( l 4 )

- I I -
- f -



VA DOCs "cost saving practice of denying Hep¬
atitis Cpostive inmates FULL access to FDA-
approved drugs like Hanroni, Sovaldi, etc. which
has a95% cure rate in as little as eight (8)
V7eeks; F) VA DOCs "cost saving" practice of re¬
gularly feedinge/serving inmates cheap soy, pro¬
cessed and other synthet ic meats which are known
by* the FDA to cause various forms of cancer ifconsumed on aregular (prolonged) basis;^G) VA
DOCs counter-productive and cost saving prac¬
tice of not providing up-to-date technology-
based educational &career programs. VA DOCs
current educational &career programming are
l i ke re l i cs o f the pas t when compared to p ro¬
grams offered to American citizens out in the
general public. VA prisons must move towards a
technological educational &career programming
system, and to not do so, is adisservice to
VA inmates and the communities we 11 eventually
r e t u r n t o . T h e r e f o r e , e d u c a t i o n a l & c a r e e r
(vocational) training must be up-to-date and
resemble as closely as possible that of educa¬
t ional &career t ra in ing offered to the average
American citizen so as to prepare inmates for
the' condit ions of normal occupational l i fe; h;
VA DOCs prohibition against allowing inmates to
purchase and possess Swintec Clear Cabinet Type¬writers (or some other model typewriter) through
the commissary or aprivate vendor. This type¬
writer is sanctioned by the American Correct¬
ional Asspciation (ACA) and is allowed for pur¬
chase by inmates in federal and state prisons
i n 3 8 s t a t e s .

was required' to: "providre ah interim report to
Governor McAdl i f fe no la ter than November 2 ,
2015 , w i t h afina l r epo r t due by December 4 ,
2 0 1 5 .

S e e i n g t h a t a t o t a l o f fi v e p u b l i c m e e t i n g s
w e r e h e l d b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n w h e r e t h e i d e a s ,
op in ions , concerns and comments o f fami l ies
and friends of prisbners and other concerned
c i t i z e n s c i t i z e n s , m e m b e r s o f t h e p u b l i c a n d
o t h e r c o m m u n i t y o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n f a v o r o f
paro le re instatement / re form repeatedly fe l l
o n d e a f e a r s ; S e e i n g t h a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n a n d
i t s t h r e e s u b c o m m i t t e e s c h o s e n o t t o r e c o m m ¬
end re ins ta t i ng pa ro le because s ta te Repub l i¬
cans appointed to the Commission were openly
h o s t i l e t o t h e i d e a o f r e i n s t a t i n g p a r o l e
and even vowed tha t paro le w i l l never be re i r
s ta ted so as so long as Republ icans const i tu¬
te the ma jo r i t y i n the Genera l Assemb ly, and
because "The Commission [and i ts three sub-
cfommittees] did not specifically address re¬
i n s t a t i n g d i s c r e t i o n a r y p a r o l e d u e t o t h e
l i m i t e d t i m e f o r t h e C o m m i s s i o n a n d t h e i n t e j
related and complex issue (including incom-

w h i c hplete data), which made this issue d-^
to add ress i n t he t ime pe r i od a l l owed ,
Iss ion. 's F ina l Repor t and Recommendat ion,
December 4. 2015, page 5; Seeing that the
Commission's Report is final; Seeing that Re¬
p u b l i c a n s w i l l c o n s t i t u t e t h e m a j o r i t y i n t h i
V i r g i n i a G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y f o r t h e f o r s e e a b l e
f u t u r e ; A n d a s r e s u l t , s e e i n g t h a t m a s s i n ¬
ca rce ra t i on , ove rc rowded and unde rs ta f f ed
p r i s o n s , d r a c o n i a n t r u t h - i n - s e n t e n c i n g s e n ¬
tences; no parole (85%) lAw, long-term in¬
c a r c e r a t i o n w i t h n o r e a l i s t i c

i f fi c u l t
Comm-

WHY THE FREE VIRGINIA MOVEMENT

Violent Offender Incarceration &Truth-
in-Sentencing Incentive Grants and the

L a w i n V i r g i n i a
Afederal law known as the Violent Crir.e

Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994

o p p o r t u n i t y f o :
re lease , cu tbacks to rehab i l i t a t i ve /educa t i -
onal/treatment programs, and the VA Dept, of
( in )Cor rec t ions ' po l ic ies , p rac t ices and pro
c e d u r e s d e s i g n e d t o i n t e n t i o n a l l y a g g r a v a t e
t h e s u f f e r i n g i n h e r e n t i n o u r i n c a r c e r a t i o n
WILL PERSIST UNLESS WE ACT, it is time WE
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ss ion to "add ress five s ign i fican t p r i o r i t i es
r e l a t e d t o P a r o l e R e f o r m :

1) Condgct aReview of Previous Gaols and
Subse~^ent Outcomes. The Commission shall re¬
v i e w w h e t h e r a b o l i s h i n g p a r o l e a c h i e v e d t h e i n ¬
tended goals of^preventing new felony offenses,
reduc ing c r ime , and reduc ing rec id i v i sm. The
Commission’s analysis shall include, at a
minimum, aqual i tat ive analysis of pre- and
p o s t - 1 9 9 5 t r e n d s i n c r i m e r a t e s , i n c a r c e r a t i o n
r a t e s , s e n t e n c e l e n g t h s , a n d r e c i d i v i s m r a t e s .

2) Examine the Cost of Parole Reform/Abolit-
ion. The Commission shall conduct an analysis
o f t h e fi s c a l i m p a c t a b o l i s h i n g p a r o l e h a s h a d
on the Commonwealth, as well as an analysis of
s o c i e t a l c o s t s o n c o m m u n i t i e s a n d f a m i l i e s f r o m
l o n g e r i n c a r c e r a t i o n .

3 ; E v a l u a t e t h e B e s t P r a c t i c e s o f O t h e r S t a t e s .
T h e C o m m i s s i o n s h a l l r e s e a r c h a n d e v a l u a t e w h a t
p o l i c i e s a n d p r a c t i c e s h a s p r o v e n s u c c e s s f u l o r
u n s u c c e s s f u l i n o t h e r s t a t e s , a n d e x p l o r e t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l a p p r o a c h e s
i n t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h ,

4 ) R e c o m m e n d O t h e r M e d i a t i o n S t r a t e g i e s . T h e
C o m m i s s i o n s h a l l e x a m i n e w h a t o t h e r a p p r o a c h e s
c o u l d b e u s e d t o a c h i e v e s i m i l a r r e s u l t s i n
t e r m s o f p r e v e n t i n g n e w f e l o n y o f f e n s e s , r e ¬
d u c i n g c r i m e , a n d r e c i d i v i s m ? V i r g i n i a m u s t
pu rsue cos t -sav ing , ev idence-based , ' and mu l t i¬
f a c e t e d a p p r o a c h e s t o r e d u c i n g c r i m e w h i l e a l ¬
s o i m p r o v i n g o u t c o m e s f o r o f f e n d e r s , f a m i l i e s
a n d c o m m u n i t i e s .

5 ) P r o v i d e R e - c o m m e d a t i o n s t o A d d r e s s P u b l i c
Safety"Chal lenges. The Commiss ion sha l l p ro¬
vide i ts recommendat ion on how Virg in ia may
b e s t p o s i t i o n i t s e l f t o a d d r e s s t h e p u b l i c
s a f e t y c h a l l e n g e s r e s u l t i n g f r o m c h a n g e s t o
p a r o l e . T h e s e fi n a l r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s s h a l l . i n ¬
c l u d e . a n y p r o p o s e d l e g i s l a t i v e o r e x e c u t i v e
b r a n c h a c t i o n s n e c e s s a r y , a s w e l l a s a n y p o ¬
t e n t i a l p r i v a t e s e c t o r e n g a g e m e n t . . . . "

P e r t h i s E x e c u t i v e O r d e r # 4 4 , t h e C o m m i s s i o n

(yCCLEA) included aprovision called the
V i o l e n t O f f e n d e r I n c a r c e r a t i o n a n d Tr u t h -
in-Sentencing incentive grants ^OITIS) which
provided grants (funding) to state and local
correctional systems to expand their capacity
to incarcerate violent offenders and impose
longer and more determinate sentences,
codified into federal law as Tit le 42
Sections 13701, 13702, 13703 and 13704,
sponsored and introduced to the U.S. Congress
by former Representative Jack Brooks (TX-9)
and signed into law the following year by then-
P r e s i d e n t B i l l C l i n t o n .

Before states could qualify for VOITIS grants
they were required to pass (adopt) truth-in- ’
sentencing legislation which effectively ab¬
olished parole and mandated prisoners convict¬
ed of aclass 1felony to "serve not less than
OD percent of the sentence imposed..." citing
Title 42, U.S.C.S. Section 13704.

Lacking the funds necessary to construct more
prisons to account for its expanding prison
population, VOITIS provided Virginia with the

abolish parole and implement the
o:)4 law tor crimes committed on or after
January 1, 1995. This legislation (House Bill

s p o n s o r e d a n d i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e
1994 .General Assembly Session by then-Republican
Delegate Randy Forbes and signed into law by
then-Republican racist Governor George Allen
It must be noted that this bill passed in the
General Assembly with little resistance at a
time when both the House and Senate
t ro l l ed by Democra ts .

H o u s e B i l l N o .

VOITIS,
U . S . C . S

w a s c o n -

..	 5 0 0 1 w a s c o d i fi e d i n t o l a w
as Virginia Code Annotated (VA Code) 53,1-165 1
Consequently, the amount of good time credits’
prisoners could earn to reduce the period of
our incarceration for good behavior was reduced
from amaximum of thirty days credit for each
thirty days served per VA Code 53.1-201 (before
parole was abolished) down to amaximum of
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a b o v e r e p r e s e n t s a g r o s s r a c i a l a n d s o c i a l
injustice deep^ly- embedded within America's
cr iminal ( in) just ice system and working-class
c i t i z e n s a r e l e f t t o f o o t t h e b i l l f o r m a s s
i n c a r c e r a t i o n t o t h e t u n e o f $ 8 0 b i l l i o n
n a t i o n w i d e .

f o u r a n d o n e - h a l f d a y s c r e d i t s f o r e a c h t h i r t y
served under VA Code 53.1-202 (after parole

a b o l i s h e d ) . P r i o r t o t h e a b o l i t i o n o f p a r o l e
d a y s
w a s

and the dramatic reduction in good time credits,
Virginia's prison population was approximately
18,000. As of 2013, the prison population has
b a l l o o n e d t o a l m o s t 4 0 , 0 0 0 .

Between 1996 and 1998, twenty-eight states
tha t enac ted t ru th - in -sen tenc ing leg is la t ion
collectively received over $680 million
VOITIS grants, according to the U.S. Dept, of
Justice, Office of Justice Programs. Fifteen
out of twenty-seven states that received VOlliS
grants in 1997 indicated that these grants were
either akey or partial factor in their enact¬
ment of truth-in-sentencing legislation which
requires prisoners to serve 854 of his/ner
sentence, inc lud ing Vi rg in ia .

Between 1996 and 1998, Virginia alone recei¬
ved atotal of $11,201,786 in VOIlIS grants
which was put towards the construction of two
new maximum and two new super-maximum security
prisons in rural white parts	 „Sussex 1State Prison, Sussex 2State Prison,
Red Onion State Prison and Wallens Ridge State
Prison. All four of these new state-of-the-
art” prisons began accepting warm bodies in
1997 and 1998, many of them contracted from

of tough-on-^crime policies ^rke^
Mandatory Minimims, Truth-in-

and the abolition of parole, the
h a s i n c r e a s e d

, A s a r e s u l t

_	 ; the largest prison population-
2' .5 mi l l ion- in the world.

In Virginia, New Afrikans (Blacks) make up
only 20% of the overall state population, but
awhopping 60% of the prison population; And,
almost all prisoners come from poor or working-
"'?c*gh-S"-Srij;rpollci.s like those mentioned

E C O N O M I C I M PA C T

As of 2014, the Virginia Dept, of ( in)Corre-
c t ions ' annua l opera t ing budget has g rown to
o v e r $ 1 b i l l i o n , w h i c h i s p a i d w i t h t a x d o l l a r s
as we l l as w i th cap i ta l genera ted f rom the
c h e a p s l a v e l a b o r o f p r i s o n e r s w h o t o i l i n
Virginia Correct ional Enterpr ises (VCE)-oper-
a t e d s w e a t s h o p s , d i s c i p l i n a r y fi n e s , k i c k b a c k s
f r o m K e e f e C o m m i s s a r y , G l o b a l Te l L i n k , J P a y,
e t c . a n d t h e i n t e r e s t s g a i n e d f r o m p r i s o n e r s
S a v i n g s A c c o u n t s .

I t cos t s a lmos t $30 ,000 ayea r t o keep l ong¬
t e r m , r e h a b i l i t a t e d p r i s o n e r s l o c k e d u p f o r
crimes many of us committed^in .our youth.

A q u e s t i o n t h a t w e c o l l e c t i v e l y d e m a n d a n
a n s w e r t o , i s : I f V i r g i n i a s t o p p e d r e c e i v i n g
V O I T I S g r a n t s i n 2 0 0 7 , a n d V O I T I S g r a n t s w e r e
a k e y o r p a r t i a l f a c t o r i n V i r g i n i a ' s d e c i s i o n
to abol ish parole and implement the 85% law,
why are WE are we st i l l forced to serve 85% of
o u r s e n t e n c e s ?

T h e a b o l i t i o n o f p a r o l e h a s n o t s i g n i fi c a n t l y
prevented, reduced or deterred cr ime any more
than i t d id p r io r to 1995 , bu t has succeeded
o n l y i n i n c r e a s i n g t h e p r i s o n p o p u l a t i o n a n d
the VA Dept, of (In)Corrections' annual op¬
era t i ng budge t t o one o f t he h ighes t i n t he
c o u n t r y, w h i l e a l s o c o n fi n i n g l o n g - t e r m , r e ¬
h a b i l i t a t e d p r i s o n e r s f o r d e c a d e s w i t h n o r e a ¬
l i s t i c o p o r t u n i t y f o r r e l e a s e .

O n J u n e 2 4 , 2 0 1 5 , V i r g i n i a G o v e r n o r Te r r y
McAuliffe sought to correct (or at best, correr-
ct) these problems when he s igned Execut ive
Order #44, creat ing the Parole Review Comrai-

i n

o u t o f s t a t e .
B e c a u s e -

T h r e e S t r i k e s
Sentencing .	 i v
overal l U.S. pr ison populat ion
700% between 1970 and 2010. .
U . S . h a s

t h e
a t
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